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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the Claims: 

- Claim 26, line 5, "of a second charging" has been deleted. 

- Claim 26, line 6, "device" has been deleted. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-38 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1-13 

None of the prior art of record teaches or suggests a method for measuring and setting 
grid voltages in an image forming apparatus comprising the steps of setting a first charging 
device of a first image forming station to a first voltage level and setting a second charging 
device of the first image forming station to be off, charge a charge-retentive surface with the first 
charging device set at the first voltage level, measuring and storing the charge imparted to the 
charge-retentive surface, and repeating the setting, charging, measuring and storing steps for the 
first charging device for at least one additional level, and determining at least one parameter of 
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the first charging device based on the stored measured charge values for the first charging device 
for each voltage level. 
Claims 14-20 

None of the prior art of record teaches or suggests a method for measuring and setting 
DC grid voltages in an image forming device comprising the steps of setting a first DC charging 
device at a first image forming station to a first voltage level and setting an AC charging device 
at the first image forming station to be off, charge a charge-retentive surface with the first 
charging device set at the first voltage level, measuring and storing the charge imparted to the 
charge-retentive surface, and repeating the setting, charging, measuring and storing steps for the 
first DC charging device for at least one additional level, and determining at least one parameter 
of the first DC charging device based on the stored measured charge values for the first charging 
device. 

Claim 21 

None of the prior art of record teaches or suggests a method for determining operating 
voltages in a split recharge image forming system having a plurality of image forming stations, 
each station having a DC charging device and an AC charging device, the method comprising the 
steps of determining a combined target voltage level to be imparted on a charge-retentive surface 
during image formation by each DC charging device and AC charging device in combination, 
based on at least a determined DC grid operating voltage, and at least one determined DC 
parameter, and adjusting, for each image forming station that has a measured charge that differs 
from a target voltage level by more than a determined amount, the charge level of the AC 
charging device for that image forming station. 
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Claims 22-25 

None of the prior art of record teaches or suggests a charge parameter determining system 
usable to measure and set operating voltages in a split recharge image forming apparatus that has 
a plurality of image forming stations, each image forming station having a first charging device, 
a second charging device, a voltage sensing device, the system comprising a grid voltage 
determining circuit, routine or application that determines at least one grid voltage for each first 
charging device and a combined voltage level, and a voltage adjusting circuit, routine or 
application which adjusts the grid voltage level of the second charging device to maintain the 
target voltage level at each image forming station. 

Claims 26-38 

None of the prior art of record teaches or suggests a computer-readable storage medium 
containing instructions for measuring and setting grid voltages in an image forming device 
comprising instructions for setting a first charging device of a first image forming station to a 
first voltage level and setting a second charging device of the first image forming station to be 
off, instructions for charging a charge-retentive surface with the first charging device set at the 
first voltage level, instructions for measuring and storing the charge imparted to the charge- 
retentive surface, and instructions for repeating the setting, charging, measuring and storing steps 
for the first charging device for at least one additional level, and instructions for determining at 
least one parameter of the first charging device based on the stored measured charge values for 
the first charging device for each voltage level. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hoan H. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-2141. The 
examiner can normally be reached from 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Arthur Grimley can be reached at (571) 272-2136. The central office fax number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 
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